


Self-Sufficiency Programs Partner Call Agenda
Thursday, July 11th, 2024
 
	Meeting Leaders:
	Misha Mayers & James Barta 

	Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 161 499 8901
Passcode: 295576

One tap mobile 
+16692545252,,1614998901#

	Date:
	 July 11, 2024
	

	Time:
	2:05 – 2:55 p.m. PST
	

	Location:
	Virtual Meeting: Zoom or Call 
	



	[bookmark: _Hlk44329836]Time
	Agenda Item
	Purpose 
	Who

	2:05
	Entrance music
“Malaguena” Ben Woods 
Welcome
	Introduction in chat:
Name, Pronouns,
Organization and Role.

Community Partner Email Contact:
· This email is a great way to connect with the Office of Equity and Multicultural Services Community Engagement Team.
· They are happy to work with you and help you find the right person to connect with. If you already have a contact within SSP you are working with, then you can still reach out to them directly.
· This email is optional for those who need it.
communitypartners@odhsoha.oregon.gov 


	Misha Mayers

	2:10 – 2:35
	Youth Experiencing Homelessness Program (YEHP)
	Overview and Q&A
Program Overview:
· Funding provided by General Fund and small Federal Social Services Block Grant.
· YEHP administers funding to local organizations.
· Organizations provide services and programming for youth.

Serving Youth: Our Role
· Oversee contracts and grants process.
· Deliver troubleshooting to grantees.
· Develop and advanced policy direction.
· Track national best practices.
· Pursue funding opportunities.
· Engage youth and partners.
· Maintain connections to other ODHS programs.

Who we’re Serving: Youth Experiencing Homelessness
· Unaccompanied youth, not in the care of a parent or guardian, residing in:
· Places not meant for human habitation (cars, parks, abandoned buildings, campgrounds etc.)
· Emergency shelters and transitional living.
· Hotels and motels.
· Over-crowded housing, doubling up and couch surfing.
· Youth through the age of 24, through some programs may use more limited age criteria.
· Common reasons young people leave or are forced to leave home:
· An unstable family life.
· Experiences of family housing instability or homelessness as a child.
· Severe family conflict, physical abuse, sexual abuse, neglect or abandonment by parents and caregivers.
· Caregiver and youth substance use and mental health disorders.

Overview: Youth Homelessness: 
· Young people experiencing unaccompanied homelessness are particularly vulnerable. Returning home is not an option for many youths.
· Youth face disproportionate barriers to affordable housing access and the adult homelessness system is not designed to serve youth.
· Nationally, the number of available youth specific short- and long-term housing beds would need to double to meet current need.

Oregon Youth Homelessness: By the Numbers:
2023 Annual Homelessness Assessment Report to Congress
· 8,300 Homeless young people in need of safe housing and services every year.
· 4th highest number of Unaccompanied Homeless Youth (UHY) across U.S.
· 1ST highest number of UHY without shelter across U.S.




Legislative Funding (2015 – 2023)
· Per Biennium:
· $2.5 million – General Fund.
· $600,000 – Federal Social Services Block Grant.
· Short-Term Investments:
· $1 million – Oregon Legislative Emergency Board (2021)
· $3.6 million – House Bill 2544 (2021)
· $472,500 – House Bill 4013 (2022)
· $9 million – OHCS Interagency Agreement (2022)

Legislative Funding (2023 – 2025)
· Per biennium:
· $4.5 million – General Fund.
· $600,000 – Federal Social Services Block Grant.
· New Short-Term Investments:
· $12.5 million – House Bills 2001 / 5019 (2023).
· $6.25 million – House Bills 2001 / 5019 (2023).
· $4 million – House Bill 3955 (2023).

Legislative Funding: Ongoing and Anticipated Results –
· Service locations increased from 12 to 26 counties, better serving rural areas.
· Grants and contracts increased from 24 to 61, doubling funding opportunities.
· YEHP providers increased from 13 to 42, tripling program presence.
· Increased transitional living program investment.
· Youth specific affordable housing units and investments.
· Low-income college student affordable housing units and investments.

Investment Areas: $19.5 Million in 2023 grants -
Core Services are administered via grant agreements with youth-serving non-profit organizations. We invest in:
· Prevention Services – Street outreach and day drop-in centers.
· Crisis Intervention – Shelter.
· Medium-Term Housing – Transitional living programs.
· Host Homes.
· Support Services – Culturally specific services, mental health, and substance use.

Current Grantee Map: YEHP Grantee and Service App
 

How Youth Access Services: ODHS Website: Youth Experiencing Homelessness Resources
· Initial Contact-
· Referral sources, such as school counselors.
· Outreach workers and contacts in the community.
· Self-referral by phone or online.
· Walk-ins.
· Eligibility and Assessments -
· Verify age and housing status (self-attestation of homelessness).
· Assessments vary by provider.
· Development of goals and individualized service plan.

Special Initiatives: 
· Direct Cash Transfer (DCT) and DCT+ pilots.
· Youth-Specific Affordable Housing Rental Supports.
· Statewide Youth Action Board.
· Tuition and Fee Waiver for Youth Experiencing Homelessness.
· Youth Experiencing Homelessness Program Tuition & Fee Waiver
· TFW One-Pager 1

Q/A
· Is that ranking the highest number in proportion to our population, or the raw highest number?
· It is the raw highest number.

Contact for Questions/Concerns/Feedback:
youth.experiencing.homelessness.program@odhs.oregon.gov or
matthew.rasmussen@odhs.oregon.gov 


	Matthew Rasmussen 

	2:35-2:44
	Supportive Services 
	Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) – Job Opportunity and Basic Skills (JOBS) Support Services:

What are support Services? 
· The TANF JOBS support service payments are available to provide individualized assistance for participants to support their ability to engage in JOBS activities that promote:
· Family stability and well-being.
· Build skills and offer education opportunities for employment.
· Accept job offers and retain employment.
· Support services are issued to those with a JOBS status of ‘Eligible’ or ‘volunteer’. 
· Payments are issued for the participant to engage in the activities identifies in their Personal Development Plan (PDP).

Available Support Services:
· Incidentals (Store valued cards or gas cards).
· Transportation Passes / Auto Expenses / Gas payments.
· Clothing / Grooming need / Eyeglasses.
· Housing and utilities / Tools and equipment / Tax preparation Services.
· Educational training / Books and supplies.

Non allowable Payments:
· Medical related payments.
· Entertainment.
· Vehicle purchase.
· Childcare.
· Weapons.
· Legal fees.

Upcoming Changes:
· Removal of most limitation to create greater access and equity of services.
· Provide clarifying language for existing provisions of rules.
· Removal of Refugee Assistance and Refugee Employment Program provisions and rule references as that program will establish a separate rule for their support services.
· New support service payment for Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM). Payments are for educational family experiences such as passes to museums, state parks, marine or natural science centers, and art exhibits.

Q/A:
· Is there a limit to how much money they can send out per family? 
· We do have a dedicated JOBS budget. It’s broken into our Support services and our contracts. It is broken down by districts, but as of now there is no budget restriction per family.

For questions/Feedback/Concerns:
Reach out to TANF Policy Lead Analyst
miguel.mendez@odhs.oregon.gov
	Miguel Mendez

	2:55
	Conclusion
	
	



American Sign Language, Spanish interpretation and closed captioning will be provided.



