


Self-Sufficiency Programs Partner Call Agenda
Thursday, August 9th, 2024
 
	Meeting Leaders:
	Misha Mayers

	Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 161 499 8901
Passcode: 295576

One tap mobile 
+16692545252,,1614998901#

	Date:
	 August 8, 2024
	

	Time:
	2:05 – 2:55 p.m. PST
	

	Location:
	Virtual Meeting: Zoom or Call 
	



	[bookmark: _Hlk44329836]Time
	Agenda Item
	Purpose 
	Who

	2:05
	Entrance music
“You Raise Me Up”
Josh Groban
Welcome
	Introduction in chat:
Name, Pronouns,
Organization and Role.
	Misha Mayers

	2:10 - 2:20
	Director’s Office
	Directors Office Updates
Vision into Action Update: 
· Vision into Action – Our bridge strategies to inspire our teams and our work in a direction where families are at the center, working better with communities, and looking to wrap around families in new and different ways. 
· Individuals are working on personal action plans to identify ways of advancing Vision Into Action
· In July, each SSP employee created their own action plan identifying ways to advance Vision Into Action.
· Working to further define the role of the to partner with families and individuals to achieve their goals.

OEP Update:
· Our eligibility services have almost fully transitioned into the Oregon Eligibility Partnership (OEP).
· After the transition, we will shine a brighter light on the SSP Family Coach work.

Wildfire/ Replacement Benefits Update: SNAP Replacement Benefits
· We have approved waivers from our Federal Food and Nutrition Services Partners extending the 10-day timely reporting 
· Fires that started around the 17th of July from
· Baker, Linn, Malheur, Umatilla.
· The request deadline is August 16th 
· Fires that started around the 22nd of July from:
· Crook, Grant, Gilliam, Harney, Hood River, Morrow, Wasco, Wheeler.
· Request deadline is August 21st.

Fariborz Pakseresht (Agency Director) Tour:
· Fariborz will be going across the state to meet with not only our staff but with partners and communities.
· As of now, completed tour to:
· Saint Helens, Salem.
· Where he is going next:
· August 20th, Corvallis.
· August 21st, Eugene.
· August 22nd, Roseburg.

Summer EBT Updates:  ODHS - Oregon Summer EBT
· Summer EBT has been amazingly successful; we have given out money to over 329,000 folks.
· Continuing to reach out to individuals who may be eligible 
· The deadline for Summer EBT is September 2nd.
· Still focusing on reaching out to remaining folks before the deadline.
· Summer EBT Partner Resources.
· Summer EBT Community Partner Newsletter 
English  Spanish.
TA-DVS Grant Increase: 
· We are so happy and excited to announce the TA-DVS Grant increased from $1,200 to $3,200.
· This will go into effect on Aug.11th.

EBT Card Safety: Protect your EBT Card 
· We are continuing to send out educational tools and information to protect folks and their EBT cards. 
· We would love for you all to share this information to.  We want to make sure everyone can stay as protected as they can from electronic theft.


	Claire Seguin

	2:20 - 2:40
	Family Support and Connections 
	Program Information
Website: ODHS - Family Support and Connections Program 
(Familysupport.oregon.gov)
FS&C Brochure (English)
FS&C Brochure (Russian)
FS&C Brochure (Spanish)
FS&C Brochure (Vietnamese) 
FS&C Informational Video

FS&C is a free voluntary home visiting program that contracts with community-based organizations for services that can help families with the challenges of parenting, financial stressors, and other common family struggles at a time and location that works best for the family.

 Family’s may get help with things like: 
· Access to food, clothing, diapers, baby items and furniture.
· Connection to health care, substance dependency and mental health treatment and resources.
· Connection to housing resources.
· Support to help children be successful at school.
· Family and relationship health, safety, and well-being resources.
· Parenting support, parenting education, childcare and family activities.
· Support with budgeting, meal planning and household organizations.
· Connection to employment and education assistance.
· Other support like self-care, recreation, life skills, legal support, volunteer opportunities, healthy lifestyle activities and more!

Family Qualifications:
· There is at least one child under age 18 living in the home.
· The family meets income guidelines.
· The family is NOT enrolled in active Child Welfare services.

Ways to Request Services:
· You or someone else working with your family can fill out this form.
· Family Support and Connections Electronic Referral Form 
· You can contact your local Self-Sufficiency office or ask your case manager to refer you.
· You can call 211.
· You can directly contact the local provider of Family Support and Connections Services in your county.
· Local Providers 

Q/A:
· How does a family find out or connect to this resource?
· We depend a lot on FS&C providers to help spread the word throughout their communities. They present at local meetings and events and provide brochures to be displayed where families are.
· You can go to the Family Support and Connections Electronic Referral Form, and either fill it out for a client or they can self-refer themselves. 
· They can also go to local ODHS office for a referral.

· Is this a benefit that includes a right to a hearing if the application is denied?
· As of now, these services do not have hearing rights.

· Is there a waiting list, or can we feel confident that eligible families with a referral will receive services?
· We recently had a short waitlist in Portland, but we added more contractors to address this.
· If there is a waitlist, its usually short. 
· Risk levels are utilized to prioritize referrals when a waitlist is implemented.

· Would the clients need to exhaust all their other resources before they can get services from FS&C?
· No not at all. This program works with families to learn and walk through options and resources.

· Does this cover help with PGE bills?
· Yes, it can. 
· Another resource for that is Energy Assistance Programs. 
· Flexible funding is utilized to assist families immediate needs that assist them in reaching their identified goals when other resources and funding is not available in the community.

· Is there an immigration status requirement for this program?
· No, not that is not currently a requirement.

Contact Info for Questions:
fsc.policy@odhsoha.oregon.gov

	Tony Scott

	2:40 - 2:50
	Domestic Violence Survivor Programs
	Overview of Temporary Assistance for Domestic Violence Survivors (TA-DVS) Increase

· Investment from 2024 legislative session increased the TA-DVS grant amount from $1,200 up to $3,200.
· Increase is effective Aug.11, 2024.
· Available to all survivors with an open and active case and those who apply thereafter.
· This is the first increase in more than 26 years with the intent to ensure the grant’s value remains supportive to survivors with rising housing costs and other safety needs.

What is TA-DVS:
· A Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) funded program intended to provide temporary financial assistance and support to families affected by domestic violence.
· Used to address safety concerns relating to domestic violence.
· Used most often when fleeing or to stabilize living.

Eligibility Factors:
· Live in Oregon.
· Have caretaker relative and dependent child.
· TA-DVS financial eligibility uses net available income and deductions are counted.
· Have current or future Domestic Violence (DV) safety concerns.
· Meet the SSP definition of DV.

SSP Definition of Domestic Violence:
ORS 412.072 – Domestic violence is the occurrence of one or more of the following acts between family members, intimate partners, or household's members:
1. Attempting to cause or intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly causing physical injury or emotional, mental, or verbal abuse.
2. Intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly placing another in fear or imminent serious physical injury.
3. Committing sexual abuse in any degree as defined Chapter 163 of the Oregon Revised Statutes.
4. Using coercive or controlling behavior. 

How it Works:
· To apply complete a 415F Application for Benefits or by calling an ODHS Office.
· Eligibility determined within 16 working hours.
· Once eligible 90-day certification period.
· Creates safety plan.
· Up to $3,200 to support the safety plan.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):
· No changes in eligibility requirements or how survivors’ access to TA-DVS.
· Notification by family coach for survivors with open TA-DVS on Aug. 11, 2024.
· Survivors with current or future DV safety concern encouraged to apply or reapply.
· Monitoring impact for Survivors.

Resources:
· TA-DVS Grant Increase Frequently Asked Questions 
· TA-DVS Flyer - Everyone Deserves to be Safe 
· TA-DVS Program Summary

Contact Information:
TADVS.Policy@odhsoha.oregon.gov
	Chelsea Goldberg

	2:55
	Conclusion
	
	



American Sign Language, Spanish interpretation and closed captioning will be provided.



