


Self-Sufficiency Programs Partner Meeting Agenda
Thursday, January 9th, 2025
 
	Meeting Leaders:
	James Barta

	Zoom Registration Link
 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.  

	Date:
	January 9, 2025
	

	Time:
	2:05 – 2:55 p.m. PST
	

	Location:
	Virtual Meeting: Zoom or Call 
	



	[bookmark: _Hlk44329836]Time
	Agenda Item
	Purpose 
	Who

	2:05
	Entrance music: 
Welcome
	Introduction in chat:
Name, Pronouns,
Organization and Role.
	James Barta

	2:10-2:50
	Summer EBT
	
2024 SEBT Report Out
What is Summer EBT (SEBT)?
· SEBT is an annual grocery benefits program to help families buy food for their school-age children during the summer months when school is out.
· School-age children participating in SNAP, TANF, OHP, experiencing homelessness or are in foster care are automatically enrolled.
· School-aged children who meet the income requirements for receiving free or reduced-price lunches may also qualify by application.
· In Summer EBT’s inaugural year in 2024, SEBT was issued to 361,207 children in Oregon. The program brought in $43.3 million in grocery benefits families spent in their communities.
2024 SEBT By the Numbers: Our goal was to serve 350,000 children with these benefits in 2024.
· 354,548 Children received SEBT through streamlined eligibility.
· 7,498 Approved SEBT applications in 2024.
· 47.6% of children who received SEBT live in urban areas, 34.9% live in metro areas and 17.4% live in rural areas across Oregon.
· 42.6% of all children attending school in Oregon received Summer EBT in 2024.
2024 SEBT Data: Total Streamlined Eligible:
· Eligibility Determination: 
· SNAP Child: 164,570 (46.42%)
· Medicaid Child: 137,632 (38.82%)
· TANF Child: 38,886 (10.97%)
· Migrant, Houseless or Runaway: 7679 (2.17%)
· Child Welfare: 3,433 (0.97%)
· Received free or reduced-price meals: 2061 (0.58%)
· Enrolled in Head Start: 287 (0.08%)
· Total Applications:
· Approved: 7498 (52.84%)
· Denied: 6692 (47.16%)
· Total: 14,190

Applications by Location:
· Key Findings:
·  Underrepresentation in rural and outlying communities.
· Comms and Engagement Opportunity for 2025:
·  Increased outreach through POC engagement and strategic statewide community partnerships to leverage outreach into rural communities.

Benefit Usage (As of Aug.31, 2024):
Key Findings:
· Summer EBT benefits were highly utilized by who gained eligibility through SNAP and TANF.
· Other than SNAP and TANF, all other eligibility groups show a great need for increased outreach support and clearer messaging around benefit spending, especially within Medicaid and Child Welfare Groups.
· SNAP and TANF families are more familiar with the EBT card process by nature of the programs they’re participating in, so high benefit utilization was expected.

Comms and Engagement Opportunity for 2025:
· Place emphasis on benefit usage communications in 2025 messaging, including how to use your EBT card, card replacement, and benefit expiration.
· Earlier access to benefit usage data in 2025 will allow for longer outreach runways to specific groups.
· Earlier runway to reach out to families who aren’t using their benefit will allow for more opportunity to educate and reach families before benefits expire.
· Leverage partnerships with McKinney Vento Liaisons within school districts, OHA Community Partner Groups, and Child Welfare family navigators to support additional outreach efforts.

2024 Summer EBT: Outreach to Families:
By the Numbers:
· 14 In-Person outreach events across Oregon.
· 2,025 Oregonians reached through in-person events.
· 2 Summer EBT Webinars.
· 6 Summer EBT Presentations to ODHS staff.
· 1,961 Statewide Community Partner Contracts.

Key Findings:
· In person outreach efforts were focused on metro areas across Oregon in 2024. Opportunity for strategic outreach and partnership in rural communities in 2025.
· Most Families were aware of Summer EBT but unsure if they qualify or if they had to receive the benefit or if they needed to apply.
· Students within Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) schools were especially confused as to why they receive free meals at school but didn’t meet income requirements for SEBT.
· Free Community Resource events and Free Food Markets proved to be the most fruitful outreach events attended in 2024.

Outreach and Engagement Opportunities in 2025:
· Collaborative Messaging: Integrate Summer EBT program information with additional free food resources to further support the nutritional needs of families all year.
· Statewide Outreach Swag Kits: Provide Summer EBT + Free Food Program promotional materials to outreach staff across Oregon (especially in rural communities) through Ford Family Foundation grant funding in 2025.
· Continue to Grow Statewide Partnerships with Tribal Nations, Oregon Schools, Oregon Food Bank, YMCA, Boys and Girls Club and Oregon Camps for earlier, clearer, and more streamlined messaging to families.

Application Summary:
Online Applications: The total number of online applications submitted through the Applicant Portal was 17.2k+ (2.5k are duplicate applications).
Paper and PDF Applications: The total number of paper applications submitted through the summer EBT email and postal inbox was 247.

Time to Process:
Average Processing Time: Applications took 1.01 business days to be processed on average across 17.5k submissions.

Preferred Language Chosen:
· 15.8k in English
· 1.5k in Spanish
· 94 in Chinese Simplified
· 51 in Vietnamese
· 32 in Russian
· 83 in Other Languages

2025 Application Process:
· Applications are available now for families to apply for 2025 Summer EBT benefits by going to the SEBT website:
· ODHS SEBT Website - English 
· ODHS SEBT Website - Spanish
· Completed applications can be emailed to SummerEBTinfo@odhs.oregon.gov  
· Outreach materials for partners including 2025 SEBT flyers, FAQ's and Social Media Toolkits will be available on our website beginning in late March 2025.

If you have any other questions/thoughts about Summer EBT, feel free to email me at kathryn.i.garland@odhs.oregon.gov

	Kathryn Garland Montana Janssens

	2:50-2:55
	Conclusion
	Have suggestions for future meetings? 
Please email me and/or the excellent support staff making this meeting possible:
James.Barta@odhs.oregon.gov, Krystal.Brockamp@odhs.oregon.gov, Mackenzie.Yarnell@odhs.oregon.gov 
	James Barta



American Sign Language, Spanish interpretation and closed captioning will be provided.







