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	Self-Sufficiency Programs Partner Meeting Minutes
Thursday, September 11,2025 2:05pm-2:55pm
American Sign Language, Spanish interpretation and Closed Captioning will be provided




	Meeting Leaders
	James Barta
	Zoom Registration Link
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.

	Sponsors
	Bill Baney
	

	Administrative Support 
	Krystal Brockamp
	

	Location 
	Virtual Meeting: Zoom or Call
	



	Welcome Video

	Aztec Dance- The Rising of the Sixth Sun


[bookmark: _Hlk62661339]
Meeting Minutes
	Item
	Time
	Topic
	Presenter 

	1.
	2:05-2:10
	Welcome 
· Introduction in chat:  Name, Pronouns, Organization and Role. 

	James Barta

	2.
	2:10-2:30
	SNAP Program Updates
· SNAP policy previously created a guidance document for community partners and is currently working on an updated version. 
· Tentatively scheduled for release soon.
· The updated document will:
· Release weekly updates with highlighted changes.
· Include links to federal memos for reference.
· Clearly state if no new updates occurred.
H.R.1 Federal Memos
· Energy Assistance Payment SNAP households who receive energy assistance payments may use the full utility allotments when calculating their SNAP benefits.
· Use of the full utility allotment increases shelter deductions and may result in an increase to the household’s SNAP allotment. 
· Updated Changes:
· Treatment of energy assistance payments for SNAP will be based on whether the household has an individual who has a disability or is aged 60 or older.
· Households with the above individuals will continue to use full utility allowance when calculating SNAP benefits.
· Households without any members who are disabled or aged 60 or older and receive energy assistance payments.
· Will no longer be allowed to use the full utility allowance (unless they actually incur out of pocket heating or cooling costs) and instead the energy assistance payments will now be counted as unearned income in the SNAP case.
· Question: Will individuals who are experiencing houselessness and sleeping in their cars be able to claim gas as a heating expense still?
· Answer: Yes, an individual can still claim the gas as a heating expense. What constitutes a heating or cooling expense was not changed by H.R.1

· ABAWD Work Requirements Changes as of 7/4/25
· FNS has expanded SNAP work requirements to individuals aged 18-64, increasing from previous age 18-54.
· Only individuals in a SNAP household with a child under the ag of 14 are now exempt from work requirements. It was previously with a child under the age of 18.
· FNS has not yet provided detailed guidance on the implementation of this change other than it is effective July 4,2025 when HR1 was passed. Follow up inquiries have been sent to FNS for further guidance on implementing these changes 
· Changes to ABAWD Exceptions:
· Removed the following as exceptions:
· Individuals experiencing homelessness, veterans, and former youth aged 24 and under have been removed under HR1
· Added the following exceptions: 
· Those who meet the criteria of Indian, Urban Indian, and California Indian have been added.
· This is Federal language
· Health related exemptions for SNAP work requirements include physical, behavioral, and mental health issues- not limited to disabilities.
· To reduce barriers, verification is not required; verbal attestation is accepted and documented to exempt individuals from meeting the 80-hour work activity requirement.
· Question: Will individuals who are identified by state or federal as disabled need to meet a work requirement to continue receiving benefits?
· Answer: No, health issues impacting the ability to work are one of the allowed exemptions from the Able-Bodied Adults Without Dependents (ABAWD) Work Rules. These individuals remain eligible to receive SNAP benefits without being subject to the 80-hour-per-month work requirement. Please see the ODHS website for a complete list of exemptions.
· Question: Can people do volunteer work to meet the work requirements? How are people expected to prove their work hours?
· Answer: Individuals meeting the ABAWD work requirements through volunteer activities can request a letter from their volunteer site which contains the contact information from the individual writing the letter, the name of the person the letter is for and the amount of hours they are completing per week to receive credit for those volunteer hours. If individuals aren’t meeting enough hours to meet the 80 hour per month requirement, ODHS can refer them to the Oregon Employment Department (OED), who will assign a SNAP coach and help them create a case plan so they can meet the balance of hours needed.  Those who participate may be eligible for support services to help them complete their created case plan.
· Question: For 18-year-olds, is there any difference in ABAWD status based on whether they are still in high school or not?
· Answer: Anyone who is enrolled in school at least half time is exempt from the ABAWD work rules. Please see the ODHS website for a complete list of exemptions.
· Change to ABAWD Waiver request- these requests now require a 10% or higher unemployment rate in an area to qualify for an ABAWD waiver.
· No Oregon counties currently meet this threshold, but some tribal lands may.
· When FNS confirms how calculations of unemployment rates are to be completed, the state will submit a waiver request to be effective January 1, 2026.
· Question: As of today, have ABAWD work requirements expanded to all counties, or still just 6 counties?
· Answer: As of September 1, discretionary exemptions ended for the six counties not eligible for the ABAWD waiver; the ABAWD waiver remains in place for the other 30 counties thru December 31, 2025. Future ABAWD waivers will require areas (counties or tribal lands) to meet a 10% unemployment rate. ABAWD waivers apply by area where the individual resides, however the individual exemptions (such as health issues, students, etc.) follow people regardless of where they live and should be reported to ODHS to prevent work requirements from being applied to individuals.
· SNAP Time Limits

Hearings and Overpayments
· Oregon has not yet integrated HR1 changes into the ONE system. 
· Efforts are ongoing in collaboration with OEP to determine the necessary steps for implementation.
· FNS may still hold individuals accountable for overpayments resulting from delayed system updates, even if caused by administrative error.
· Oregon is proceeding cautiously to avoid issuing benefits that could later be considered overpayments.
· The state is actively seeking further guidance from FNS on fair hearings, quality control reviews, and retroactive implementation.
· For those interested in attending the ODHS SNAP Partner Meeting, below you will find the Zoom information: 
· 2025 ODHS SNAP Partner Meeting Zoom Link
· Meeting ID: 161 663 8317
· Passcode: 201747
	Meorah Solar and Antonio Heras-Delaluz

	3.
	2:30-2:40
	Data Security 
· The USDA submitted a request for personnel data related to SNAP enrollees, seeking records from the past 5½ years.
· Oregon and 19 other states filed a lawsuit that is ongoing, asserting the USDA is exceeding statutory authority and violating federal privacy laws by requiring this extent of data.
· Oregon has not shared the requested data with the USDA.
· Oregon continues to engage in discussions with other states, working as part of a coalition and in coordination on the ongoing litigation.
· Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services shared data unlawfully with Department of Homeland Security in July.
· https://apnews.com/article/immigration-medicaid-trump-ice-ab9c2267ce596089410387bfcb40eeb7 
	Sam Kaan

	5.
	2:40-2:55
	Conclusion/Q&A
	





	Next SSP Partner Meeting:
	Date: October 9,2025
Time: 2:05-2:55p.m.



Feedback and Suggestions
We appreciate your input in shaping our discussions. Please use this link to provide feedback and suggest topics you would like to see included in future agendas. Your suggestions help ensure our meetings remain relevant and valuable to all participants.
Self-Sufficiency Partner Meeting Evaluation 
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