Self Sufficiency Budget and Legislative Ideas Discussion for 2027–2029 – Feedback
Meeting Date: March 20, 2026
Meeting Time: 10:05–11:55 a.m.
TANF 
1. As someone who grew up in a severely neglectful household, gifts of better clothing helped my parents cover up other kinds of neglect that were harming me far more severely than having too small or worn out clothing. I wonder if the huge reduction in child welfare removals due to the TANF clothing allowance is partly due to other adults in the child's life (teachers, etc.) never reaching the moment of concern for a child's home life because how the child is presenting daily in clothing is not causing alarm. I'm sorry that this is not actually a question, but I hope today's meeting organizers will take this into consideration.
2. Eliminate TANF for 2-parent families - Childcare is not widely accessible for families. The path to self-sufficiency gets exponentially more difficult if 2-parent households are denied benefits.
3. I just wanted to state my opinion on the proposed reductions. I recommend focusing changes only on TANF by implementing a 60-month time limit for individuals without disabilities and eliminating the tax preparation program, since free local resources exist. I also believe the TANF clothing allowance should be targeted to families with children who have documented needs, rather than provided universally. Additionally, I recommend retaining the TA-DVS grant, not counting SSI income toward eligibility, and maintaining TANF benefits for two-parent families, as these supports are essential for family stability.

Child Welfare 
1. Deep reform of how/whether Child Welfare gets involved in families' lives and what they do once they are involved seems like an important way of reducing the Child Welfare involvement.
2. I'm very intrigued by the talking points you share that address outcomes, like reducing family separations. I work in a food pantry, and this is a challenge for us.

TA-DVS 
1. I would like to know that reason for decreasing the TA-DVS Grant.  Since the increase was made it has been successful with an increase in the use of it.  costs in Oregon have gone up. Avg. rent in Oregon is approx. $1,795 per month - if TA DVS is set back to $1200 it would not even be able to pay the ren for one month for the average family fleeing domestic violence.
· Leadership Response: No decisions have been made. Leadership will incorporate this into budget trade-offs or reductions discussions
2. More survivors have relocated to permanent safe housing, with a 5.1 percent increase in permanent housing expenditures and a 2.1 percent decrease in hotel expenditures
3. The TA-DVS grant is limited to survivors with children, meaning it specifically supports family units and excludes single survivors without children—an important consideration when evaluating its role in promoting family stability
4. The TA-DVS grant increase has improved access to safe housing for survivors with children while also freeing up other housing funds (state and HUD) to support survivors without children. Reducing the grant would strain limited resources, especially amid rising demand from elderly and disabled survivors and increasing rates of abuse, ultimately limiting the ability to serve vulnerable populations across the community.
· Leadership Response: This is valuable information which is a key component of impact statements and helps clearly demonstrate the broader impacts on community partners
5. Survivor Investment Partnership (SIP) and the Co-Located Advocate Program have demonstrated strong outcomes in stabilizing families, supporting survivors of domestic and sexual violence, and connecting households to critical services. These long-standing, evidence-informed models effectively bridge Self-Sufficiency and Child Welfare services with community partners, contributing to safer and more stable communities across Oregon. I would love to talk more and details how other programs support survivors and other organizations across the state. 
· Leadership Response: Thank you, we will likely follow up with you on that. We might consider calling a special group together to discuss as we head deeper into the budget session.
6. The TA-DVS grant is limited to survivors with children, meaning it specifically supports family units and excludes single survivors without children—an important consideration when evaluating its role in promoting family stability
7. Maintaining the TA-DVS grant, emphasizing that it is a cost-avoidance investment. Helping survivors safely leave abusive situations prevents loss of income, housing instability, and increased reliance on other systems, ultimately supporting long-term self-sufficiency for families and reducing downstream public costs
Youth Experiencing Houselessness Program (YEHP)
1. I have had challenges getting services for youth experiencing homelessness who were previously a part of their parent's household. They cannot apply for benefits and their parents, who are no longer supporting them, are receiving benefits. This seems like an inappropriate use of these funds.


Additionally
1. I work with the Pregnant and Parenting program at our school district and would love more resources or supports for those individuals.  Some live with parents or family members but are at odds and don’t always get the supports needed.  Most ODHS services are provided to the household as a whole but building services for young parents would be wonderful.
2. The lack of investment in sexual violence, specific services by ODHS, is highly concerning.
3. Demand for services for mental health is also on the rise and underfunded. A lot of the folks I am working with are survivors seeking mental health services due to past traumas while also struggling to find stab le housing and navigating resources in the community. Thank you for your time and consideration. Everyone raised a lot of good points.
4. As a  CBO deeply engaged in food security work, I am aware of existing funding (e.g., through the Oregon Food Bank) but continue to experience gaps in timely communication, inclusion, and equitable access; I would strongly encourage improved real-time transparency so organizations can stay informed and help ensure funds are reaching and benefiting the intended communities.
5. Current program language often centers domestic violence and overlooks sexual violence, despite their overlap; given rising demand and existing gaps, particularly in medical advocacy and strangulation-related services. I encourage clearer inclusion of sexual violence and dedicated funding carve-outs to ensure survivors receive appropriate support.

